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The Delaware Forestry Association 
is a non-profit corporation of the 
State of Delaware (1982) and 

functions to support and protect 
private forest landowners and the 
forest industry’s right to practice 

forestry through public policy and 
educational efforts.

A Message from the President ...

Greetings, Fellow Members:
 
To recap our 2013 Field Day Event, we enjoyed excellent weather this past September at the 
Delaware Wildlands facility.  A special thanks goes out to:  Andrew and Pete Martin, Ron Haas, 
Chip West and Larry Walton who guided us with a superb driving tour through the swamp to 
view the numerous forestry and wildlife practices employed.  All of this was capped off by a free 
lunch and a social hour.
 
Also some news to note, the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control (DNREC) is in the process of developing plans to improve wetland protection in the 
State.  A Delaware Wetlands Advisory Committee was formed with DFA included on the panel.  
Currently, our wetland activities (timber harvesting, thinnings, and timber stand improvements) 
are monitored and administered by the Delaware Department of Agriculture.  These wetland 
regulations are found in the forestry best-management practices manual.  The impacts to 
forestry, if any, remain to be seen in the coming months.  
 
Finally, our annual meeting last year was such a success that we will, again, be having our 
banquet at the Bridgeville Fire Hall on Thursday, March 27, 2014, from 5:30 to 9:00 pm.  
Details and ticket information are in the following pages of this newsletter.

     Thank you,

     Brian Michalski
     President, Delaware Forestry Association

Delaware Forestry
Association 2013 
Tree Seedling GIVE-AWAY

Here are the winners from our FREE Tree Seedling Give-Away Contest at the Delaware Forestry 
Association/Delaware Tree Farm Program exhibit during the 2013 Delaware State Fair. Each winner will 
be receiving either (2-3) Eastern Red Cedar, (2-3) Redbud, (2-3) Persimmon & (2-3) Siberian Crabapple 
tree seedlings during the Spring 2014 planting season. Each of these trees are native to the State of 
Delaware and not only provide shade, reduce surrounding air temperatures and seasonal foliage interest, 
they are also important for our native wildlife.

  Richard Schreiber (Denton, Maryland)  Cathy Martin (Dover, Delaware)
  George & Emma Reynolds (North East, Maryland) Ashton Stafford (Felton, Delaware)
  George Uhde (Hockessin, Delaware)  Cynthia Vollmer (Felton, Delaware)
  Gary Knox (Dover, Delaware)   Mandy Tally (Camden, Delaware)
  Art Walker (New Castle, Delaware)
  
                                                             
 

  = Printed on paper supplied by the Glatfelter Pulp Wood Company =

BLUE BIRD BOX KITS - Delaware Forestry Association is still offering these kits made from 
local cypress wood. If you would like to purchase one, contact folks at the Redden State Forest during 

regular business hours @ (302-856-2893). Each kit will cost $15.00.
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Delaware Forest
Service (DFS)
NEWS

In early December, Bob Lueckel from the U.S. Forest Service Morgantown, West Virginia, Field Office traveled to 
Dover for the Delaware Forest Service’s (DFS) 5-year review. Bob is the Field Representative for the Mid-Atlantic 
States and works with us through the Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry program. All of our core forestry 
programs were reviewed: forest health, urban and community forestry, forest stewardship, and fire (both State Fire 
Assistance and Volunteer Fire Assistance). I am quite pleased to relate to you that the U.S. Forest Service is very 
satisfied with our work to date and the direction we are going as per our 2010 Forest Action Plan. The entire staff 
here at the DFS does a wonderful job delivering these core forestry programs (and many others I might add) and I 
am honored to be a part of their collective success.

Glenn “Dode” Gladders left our agency back in June, taking a forester position in Sullivan County, New Hampshire. 
Dode was our Forest Health Specialist for nearly eight years and performed exceptional work in this area throughout 
Delaware. Bill Seybold moved up into this forest health position in August. Bill previously served as our Kent County 
Forester for more than six years. The Kent County Forester position was advertised nationally in October/November 
2013 and candidates were interviewed in early February 2014. We expect to have this position filled by the end of 
March of 2014.

Erich Burkentine and Sam Topper from our Redden State Forest staff are working with members of the Delaware 
Natural Heritage Program on the Delmarva Fox Squirrel conservation plan. They assisted with editing portions of the 
plan dealing with forestry and forest management. It is anticipated that the Delmarva Fox Squirrel will be delisted 
as a nationally endangered species and once this occurs the conservation plan will be put into effect on a voluntary 
basis with no regulations or restrictions placed on neighboring landowners. Our staff will keep a close eye on this 
issue and look forward to the day when this struggling species becomes a common occurrence in Delaware without 
causing any negative impacts on how we implement forest management practices on public or private lands.

We had a busy summer season last year providing resources on the national level to help control and contain large 
wildland fires. Delaware sent out a handful of overhead (single resources) and two, 20-person fire crews. The first 
crew worked in Alaska for two weeks; the second started in Utah and finished out their 14-day tour in Idaho. If you 
know anyone who might be interested in the challenging and exciting world of wildland firefighting, please ask them 
to contact Henry Poole at the Delaware Forest Service.

  Michael A. Valenti
  State Forestry Administrator

Delaware Tree 
Farm Program 
Update

Delaware Forestry Association and Delaware Tree Farm Program helped sponsor the 2014 Delaware AG WEEK-
Woodlands Management Workshop, held at the ACE Building, Delaware State Fairgrounds, Harrington on Friday, 
January 17. Topic for this year’s event was “Invading Your Forests”. Speakers throughout the day provided insight on 
issues ranging from insect and disease non-native invasive species to human engagement. 

Your Delaware Tree Farm Program committee will be going through a strategic planning process this spring to align 
more closely with needs of Delaware Tree Farmers and the American Forest Foundation-American Tree Farm 
System. We were scheduled for an audit this year, but that has been ‘pushed-back’ to follow the strategic plan 
development. Many of you may have heard that back in January the Delaware Tree Farm program was ‘decertified’ 
due to some administration issues. This does not, in any way, impact you as a current Delaware Tree Farmer. We are 
working to regain our certification status with AFF to insure, as a recognized Tree Farmer, you will have the 
opportunity for future wood fiber markets under Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.® (SFI®) certification requirements 
and other certifications - should you select to go this route. We will keep you posted as our strategic plan unfolds.

        Dot Abbott
        Delaware Tree Farm Program Chairman

Applications are being accepted now through April 1st  for the 2014 DFA scholarship award. Applicants must choose 
forestry as their major and be enrolled full-time in a two-or-four-year accredited school program. The $1,000 
scholarship is to be used for tuition, room & board or books. Our successful applicant will receive their award at the 
Delaware State Fair on Governor’s Day. For more information and a complete application form, contact: John Hebert 
(302-684-8820).

2014 DFA
Scholarship
Applications



Its time to RENEW your  Delaware Forestry Association membership for 2014! Select from one of the five 
membership categories below and mail your membership information and payment to: 
                              Delaware Forestry Association, P.O. Box 344, Bridgeville, DE 19933

 	Student $  5.00  	Harvester    $ 50.00
   Individual  $15.00  	Corporation  $200.00
 	Family  $25.00
      Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
     Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________
 Phone: __________________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________ 

DELAWARE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION
2014 ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday, March 27, 2014   =   Bridgeville Fire Hall   =   Bridgeville, Delaware

     5:30 p.m. Registration & Social Hour
  Silent Auction ... remains open till 7:45 pm

     7:00  BUFFET-STYLE DINNER
   Oven Fried Oysters, Crab Cakes, Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Dumplings, Cole Slaw,
   Green Bean Casserole, Rolls & Butter, Dessert, Beverage
   
     8:00  Welcome
  DFA Business Meeting
  Election of 2014-2015 DFA Board Directors
  Delaware Tree Farmer-of-the-Year Awards
  Delaware Forest Service - Forestry Administrator’s Update
  
     9:00  Wrap-up/Announcement of Silent Auction Winners/Adjourn

=  If you are able to DONATE items to the Silent Auction, please bring them with you or contact a DFA Board Director  =

=  We will be receiving your 2014 DFA Membership dues at the door, or you can pre-send them with meeting registration  =

YES, I plan to attend the DELAWARE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 2014 ANNUAL MEETING

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
  ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________ 
       # of adults _________  X $ 27.00 =  __________
         # of children (ages 6-12) _________ X $ 12.50 =  __________
          Total enclosed  =  __________

Please make check payable to: Delaware Forestry Association
Mailing address: P.O. Box 344, Bridgeville, Delaware 19933

For more information contact: Steve Ditmer (ph: 410-896-9283)

Reservation Deadline = March  24, 2014
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