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The Delaware Forestry Association 
is a non-profit corporation of the 
State of Delaware (1982) and 

functions to support and protect 
private forest landowners and the 
forest industry’s right to practice 

forestry through public policy and 
educational efforts.

A Message from the President ...

Greetings, Fellow Members:

September 27, 2014 was a warm, sunny, crisp fall Saturday when DFA members and 
Delaware Tree Farmers gathered for our annual Forestry Field Day. A special thanks to Hail & 
Jim Bennett, along with Eddie Davidson & his family for hosting this year’s event at your 
Delaware Tree Farms. Thanks also to everyone who helped make this an enjoyable 
experience. During the day, participants traveled by wagon & pick-up trucks through 
Bennett’s 200+ acre Century Farm, stopping to explore various management practices of 
mixed hardwood/pine stands, bald cypress plantings along the banks of Vines Creek, blueberry 
fields, peach orchards, wildlife ponds & other habitat areas. After eating ‘alfresco’ at the edge 
of the peach orchard, we ventured over to Eddie Davidson’s Tree Farm for an on-site tour of 
the wastewater treatment, spray-irrigation project in a loblolly pine plantation. In March 1993, 
Eddie hosted one of our earlier Forestry Field Days at this site – when it was first established. 
Check-out the photos on our website documenting the day’s event ... Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 … and plan to attend our next Forestry Field Day opportunity!

Congratulations to Luke Czapp, a Millsboro resident and receipient of the 2014 Delaware 
Forestry Association’s annual $1,000 scholarship. Czapp is studing forestry at West Virginia 
University in Morgantown, West Virginia. 

We hope you will join us for the 2015 Delaware Forestry Association’s Annual Meeting & 
Banquet. This year we will be returning to the Felton Fire Hall, Felton, Delaware on Thursday, 
March 12th. Details and ticket information are on the last page of this newsletter.

     Brian Michalski
     President, Delaware Forestry Association

Delaware Forestry
Association 2014 
Tree Seedling GIVE-AWAY
Winners ...

Here are the winners from our FREE Tree Seedling Give-Away Contest at the Delaware Forestry 
Association/Delaware Tree Farm Program exhibit during the 2014 Delaware State Fair. Each winner will 
be receiving either (2-3) Eastern Red Cedar, (2-3) Redbud, (2-3) Persimmon & (2-3) Gray Dogwood tree 
seedlings during the Spring 2014 planting season. Each of these trees are native to the State of Dela-
ware and not only provide shade, reduce surrounding air temperatures and seasonal foliage interest, they 
are also important for our native wildlife.

  Andrew Wyatt (Denton, Maryland) Debbie Williams (Salisbury, Maryland)
  Jaime Spader (Smyrna, Delaware) Debbie Kirk (Townsend, Delaware)
  Mike Terry (Seaford, Delaware)  Lee & Matt Freeman (Milllville, Delaware)
  John W. Davis (Smyrna, Delaware) Bill Atwell (Stevensville, Maryland)
  Mark Muchenberger (Clayton, Delaware) Deb Hayes (Harrington, Delaware)
                                                             
 

  = Printed on paper supplied by the Glatfelter Company =

BLUEBIRD & WOOD DUCK BOX KITS - Delaware Forestry Association is still offering
 these kits made from local cypress wood. They will be available for sale at our 2015 Annual Meeting or 

contact Brian Michalski @ 302-697-7195 for more information.
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Delaware Forest
Service (DFS)
NEWS

In March 2014, Chris Miller (a graduate of Lake Forest High School and Envirothon team member) was hired as our 
Kent County Forester. Chris is a 2006 graduate of Virginia Tech and previously had worked for DelDOT as a 
supervisor. For those living in Kent County that require any kind of forestry assistance, Chris would be happy to 
help you with your needs. We are very fortunate to have him on staff as his knowledge of forestry is first-rate and he 
enjoys working with landowners on their forest management objectives.

Back in October of 2014, we finally completed the Forest Legacy Green Horizons Phase VII project. This forestland 
acquisition included four former Glatfelter properties totaling 371 acres. All four parcels are now part of Redden State 
Forest. The Green Horizons project was initiated in 2004 with the purchase of an easement on the 908-acre Ponders 
Tract east of Ellendale and northwest of Milton. Through six successive competitive Forest Legacy acquisition grants 
(totaling $14.925 million) from 2004 to 2014, the Delaware Forest Service protected 3,336 acres of working 
forestlands in the Redden/Ellendale area. Non-federal matching contributions were also made through the State’s 
Open Space Council ($8.069 million), private foundations ($2.003 million), and Sussex County ($500,000). Forest 
Legacy emphasizes the protection of working forests and allows for timber harvesting and other silvicultural 
treatments.

Ashley Peebles, our Trainer/Educator, continues to do an outstanding job with our Smokey Bear Fire Prevention 
Program. With assistance from the Delaware Forest Service staff, 9,410 first grade students in Delaware received 
this nationally-recognized program in the fall of 2014. Along with the standard message of “never play with fire” 
our presenters also talk about the benefits of trees including the use of wood products. Over the years we have 
combined Smokey Bear with the benefits of tree products to coincide with National Wood Products Week. In the 
springtime, Ashley is busy with Arbor Day programs that stress the importance of trees and how they impact the daily 
lives of everyone. Individually-wrapped loblolly pine tree seedlings (each with easy-to-read planting instructions) are 
handed out to more than 3,000 school children every year.

Kyle Hoyd is our new Assistant Forestry Administrator and will oversee the wildland fire program and land acquisition 
activities including Forest Legacy and Open Space. Kyle has been with the Delaware Forest Service for just over ten 
years and worked in our Urban and Community Forestry program first as a Forester and then as Senior Forester. 

  Michael A. Valenti
  State Forestry Administrator

Delaware Tree 
Farm Program 
Update

Delaware Forestry Association and Delaware Tree Farm Program helped sponsor the 2015 Delaware AG WEEK-
Woodlands Management Workshop, held at the Delaware State Fairgrounds on Friday, January 16. Presentations for 
this year’s event surrounded “Woodland Wildlife”. Of the 62 attendees, evaluations from 69% of those present were 
provided to help ‘craft’ next years workshop. This past spring the Delaware Tree Farm Program committee met for a 
two-day conference to develop a Delaware Strategic Plan (2014-2017) and By-laws. These documents are posted on 
the website: delawareforest.com. We also decided to enroll the Delaware Tree Farm Program in the American Forest 
Foundation’s (AFF) Tree Farm System as a “Recognized” program, with the potential option to become a “Certified” 
program in the future. Your voice in this decision to upgrade is important. All Delaware Tree Farmers will soon be re-
ceiving a survey, complete with stamped return envelop. Please take the time to look over this information and give us 
your thoughts. The term “Certified Family Forest” or “Certified Tree Farm” has changed, beginning in 2015 ... currently, 
Delaware Tree Farms are‘certified’ within AFF-Tree Farm System, but none are classified to sell ‘certified’ SFI or FPC 
lumber. The survey you will receive will explain this option in further detail - State Voice/State Choice. As of 
January 2015, there are also revised Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification to assist you with your 
woodland management objectives.

Congratualtions Doug & Bernice Moore - 2015 Delaware Tree Farmers-of-the-Year! 

         Dot Abbott, Delaware Tree Farm Program Chairman

Applications are being accepted now through April 1st  for the 2015 DFA scholarship award. Applicants must choose 
forestry as their major and be enrolled full-time in a two-or-four-year accredited school program. The $1,000 
scholarship is to be used for tuition, room & board or books. Our successful applicant will receive their award at the 
Delaware State Fair on Governor’s Day. For more information and a complete application form, contact: John Hebert 
(302-684-8820) or visit our website.

2015 DFA
Scholarship
Applications



Its time to RENEW your  Delaware Forestry Association membership for 2015! Select from one of the five 
membership categories below and mail your membership information and payment to: 
                              Delaware Forestry Association, P.O. Box 344, Bridgeville, DE 19933

 	Student $  5.00  	Harvester    $ 50.00
   Individual  $15.00  	Corporation  $200.00
 	Family  $25.00
      Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
     Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________
 Phone: __________________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________ 

DELAWARE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION
2015 ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday, March 12, 2015   =   Felton Fire Hall   =   Felton, Delaware

     5:30 p.m. Registration & Social Hour
  Silent Auction ... remains open till 7:45 pm

     7:00  COUNTRY-STYLE DINNER
   Oven Fried Oysters, Chichen Salad, Mashed Potatoes, Dumplings, Cole Slaw, Green Beans,
   Rolls & Butter, Dessert, Beverage
   
     8:00  Welcome
  DFA Business Meeting
  Election of 2015-2016 DFA Board Directors
  Delaware Tree Farmer-of-the-Year Awards
  Delaware Forest Service - Forestry Administrator’s Update
  
     9:00  Wrap-up/Announcement of Silent Auction Winners/Adjourn

=  If you are able to DONATE items to the Silent Auction, please bring them with you or contact a DFA Board Director  =

= To help expidite the evening’s activities, please pre-send your 2015 DFA Membership dues with your meeting reservation, Thank you! =

YES, I plan to attend the DELAWARE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 2014 ANNUAL MEETING

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
  ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________ 
       # of adults _________  X $ 27.00 =  __________
         # of children (ages 6-12) _________ X $ 12.50 =  __________
                              children <6 __Free___ Total enclosed  =  __________

Please make check payable to: Delaware Forestry Association
Mailing address: P.O. Box 344, Bridgeville, Delaware 19933

For more information contact: Steve Ditmer (ph: 410-896-9283)
Reservation Deadline = March  2, 2015



Delaware Forestry Association
P.O. Box 344
Bridgeville, Delaware 19933

Upcoming Events and other ‘Forestry-Related’ news:

March 3 & March 4, 2015 = 5th Annual Delaware Arborist & Tree Care Seminar, Hagley Museum & Library, 
Wilmington, Delaware. For more information contact Kesha Braunskill @ 302-659-6704 or register on-line at:
https://2015arboristseminar.eventbite.com

POCKET FARMER: A multidisciplinary group of students has been working with University of Delaware Cooperative 
Extension on the development of an application “app” for mobile devices such as smart phones and tablets. The app 
is in development and will aid growers, landscapers, scouts, and inspectors in diagnosing and learning about dis-
ease issues on conifers. Testing will begin later this spring. For more information visit: https://extension.udel.edu/ag/
files/2012/05/Plant-Pathology-Field-and-Clinic-Reports-2013.pdf or contact Nancy Gregory @ 302-831-1390.

It is with sadness that we offer our condolences to the family and friends of DFA members who have passed away in 
the recent months since our last newsletter. Thomas (Tom) E. Mitchell owned Tom Mitchell Logging and was part of 
the Delaware forestry family. Tom passed away in July as a result of a car accident in Delmar. We will also miss Sam 
Dyke. Sam was a past member of the DFA Board of Directors, holding the office of President &Treasurer and 
providing forest resource management from his connection with Glatfelter Pulpwood Company.

During the summer ... Walter Gabel (past Delaware Forestry Administrator) and family vacationed at Pickerin’s Beach, 
Delaware - home of many summer vacations! It was good to have you back on Delaware soil! Come see us, again.


